
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i r a t i o n  NO.  13351 of  S.O.M.E., I n c . ,  p u r s u a n t  t a  S u b - s e c t i o n  
8207.2  nf  t h e  Zaning Regu l . a t i ons ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  u n d e r  
Pa r8g r8ph  3104.47 t o  c o n t i n v e  t h e  o p e r a  t i o n  of  a S c c i c l  S e r v i c e  
C e n t e r  i n  ar: R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  t5e p r e m i s e s  7 1  C) S t r e e t ,  N.W. 
!Sqcarz 615,  L c t  8 7 0 ) .  

HEAREG DATE: O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1980 
DECISION DATE: November 5, 1980 

FINCINSS - OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r c p e r t y  is l a c a t e d  c n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  0 
S t r e e t  be twcen  Worth C a p i t o l  and F i r s t  S t r e e t s ,  N.W.  I t  i s  i n  an 
R-4 Zone D i s t r i c t  a t  p r e ~ i s e s  knowr, a s  ? 1  0 S t r e e t ,  N . W .  

2. Thc s i t e  which c o m p r i s e s  1 5 , 2 2 1  s q u a r e  f e c t  o f  l a n d  a r e a  
i s  i ~ p r c v e d  w i t h  a  b r i c k  and  s t o v c  b u i l d i n g  c f  a p p r o x i x a t c l y  
6 ,000 s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  f l c o r  zrez p r e v i o u s l y  u s e d  a s  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
f m  t h e  Wzshington Animal Eescue  Leaque.  T h s r e  is  a l so  a  b u i l d i n g  
u s e d  f o r  s t s r a g e  and a g a r a g e  on t h e  s i t e .  The re  a r e  e i g h t  p a r k i n g  
s p a c e s  z n  s i t e .  The a p p l i c a n t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  n e g z t i a t i n g  t c  p u r c h a s e  
t h e  s i t e  a t  53  0 S t r e e t .  T h i s  w i l l  be u s e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k i n g .  

3. The p r o p e r t y  i s  c n r r e n t l y  u s e d  a n  a S o c i a l  S e r v i c c  Cezter 
t h a t  p r o v i d e s  s e v e r z l  a r e a s  of  service. Two h c t  m e a l s  are s e r v e d  
e a c h  day  be tween  7:30 and 8:30 a.m. and 1 2  noon and 1:30 p.m. 
A h e a l t h  S c r e e n i n g  S e r v i c e  o p e r a t e s  Monday, Wednesday and F r i d a y  
be tween  10:00 a . m .  and 3:00 p . m .  A D e n t a l  C l i n i c  o p e r a t e s  - - 
Monday t h r a u g h  F r i d a y  f  r c m  10:  O Q  a.m. t c  3:00 p.m. A l c c h o l i c  
C o u n s e l i n g  i s  a l s o  o f f e r e d  o z  an  i n d i v i d u a l  and g r c u p  b a s i s .  T h i s  
u s e  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  B o a r d ' s  O r d e r  No. 12459 d a t e d  
Augus t  22 ,  1977 a z d  Certificate of  Occupancy N o .  R103771, d a t e d  
J u n e  1 8 ,  1979.  T h e r e  i s  no  c h a r g e  f o r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .  

4 .  The f a c i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  300 p e r s o n s  p e r  day  
v;ith a s t a f f  of  t e n  f u l l  t i ~ e  p e r s c n s ,  f i v e  p a r t  time p e r s o n s  and  
many v o l u n t e e r s .  

5. Thc a p p l i c a n t  p r s p o s e s  t h e  c o n t i n ~ a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  
o u t l i n e d  above ,  and  e x p z n s i o n  t o  i ~ c l n d e  s l e r p i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  shower 
f a c i l i t i e s i  and a change  a r e a  f o r  p e r s o n s  i n  need  of  s h e l t e r ,  i f  
f u n d i n g  i s  s e c u r e d .  



6 .  The proper ty  i s  bounded by zn a l l e y  on t h e  west  and the  
n o r t h ,  and by an apartment b u i l d i n g  on t h e  e a s t .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  
i n  a mixed-use neighborhood wi th  r e t a i l  s t o r c s  l c c a t e d  s long  
Nsrth C a ~ i t c l  S t r e e t ,  surrounded by schools  and rowhouses. A 
ma jo r i t y  of t h e  u s e s  a r e  i c  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

7. The hours of  o p e r a t i o n  a r e  frcm 7:30 2 . m .  t o  5:30 p.m. 

8 ,  With t h e  excep t i cn  of a  s z a l l  two by t h r e e  f o o t  un l igh ted  
s i g n  over  t h e  f r o n t  door of t h e  premises which r e a d s  "S.O.M.E." no 
s i g n  =r o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  n a t v r e  of t h e  use .  

9 .  Although t h e  a p p l i c a n t  r epo r t ed  t h a t  c o n t a c t  had been xade 
with  Advisor? Neighborhood Corimissicn 5C and they o f f e r e d  s u p p o r t ,  
t h e r e  was no tes t imony,  w r i t t e n  o r  o r a l ,  on behalf  of t h e  ANC on 
t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

10.  Thc Of f i ce  of Planning and Developxent by r e p c r t  da t ed  
Sc t cbe r  8 ,  1989, acd tes tbnony a t  t h e  t i m e  of p u b l i c  hea r ing ,  
supported t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  c e n t c r  s e r v z s  
an important  need i~? t h e  corrrmur.ity, t h a t  t h e  c p e r a t i o n  a s  shown i n  
t h e  p a s t  w i l l  nc?t t end  t o  a f f e c t  adverse ly  t h e  use  of neighhori-ng 
p r o p e r t i e s ,  and i s  i n  harxony with t h e  purpose,  i n t e g r i t y  and 
i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Begulat ions .  The Board s o  f i n d s .  The OPD 
noted however, t h a t  sub-paragraph 3104.472 s t a t e s  t h a t  no s t r u c t u r a l  
changes excep t  t h c s e  r equ i r ed  by o t h e r  Municipal Laws o r  Regula t ions  
s h a l l  be made wi thout  p r i o r  approval  of t h e  Board. 

11. There was no oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: ----- 
The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has  m e t  t h e  requirements  

of Paragraph 3104.47 i n  t h a t  t h i s  u se  has  n o t  been and i s  n o t  l i k e l y  
t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  neighboring p r o p e r t i e s  because of no i se  
cr o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i m s .  The Board concludes t h a t  it i s  
u n l i k e l y  t h z t  t h i s  a s e  w i l l  g e n e r a t e  a d d i t i c n a l  v e h i c l ~ l a r  t r a f f i c  
s i n c e  pecp le  u t i l i z i n g  t h i s  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  w i l l  walk. The 
Board f u r t h e r  ccrncludes t h a t  t h e  ~ r o p o s ~ d  use  i s  i n  harmony with  t h e  
i n t e n t  and p i ~ r p o s e s  of t h e  Zoning R e g l ~ l a t i o n s ,  and would n o t  have 
an adverse  a f f e c t  on t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  neighborhond. 
T t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 (Walter  B .  Taewi s ,  Douglas J. P a t t o n ,  Connie For tune ,  
Char les  R .  Nor r i s  and Will iam F.  McIntosh t n  g r a n t )  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 



BZ-A A p p l i c a t i o n  1 3 3 5 1  
P ? g e  3 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
=ecut i v e  D Lrec to r  

FIXAL ZATE OF BRDER: 2"sJAN 1981 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION 
OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL  TEN DAYS AFTER 
HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF 
PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT. " 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTH AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLTCAT'ION FOR A BUILDING PEEMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY 
1s F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTKENT OF LICENSES,  INVESTIGATIONS,  AND 
INSPECTIONS.  


